
The Parent Connection
NEWSLETTER

APRIL 2021

LET’S FINISH STRONG

End-of-Year Checklist

Anything due?
Beginning with the 2020-21 school year, the State of Illinois determined that the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is now a graduation requirement. Students
planning to attend school for the 2021-22 school year (two-year, four-year, trade school, etc.)
MUST complete the FAFSA in order to receive financial assistance. The application may be
completed online at www.studentaid.gov NO LATER than Tuesday, May 3, 2021.

For those students who are not planning to attend school, thus will not complete the FAFSA, a
waiver must be filed with the State of Illinois. If this describes your student, please email the
counselor, Mr. Thomas, at thomas.anthony@district205.net for instructions to complete the
waiver.

Anything overdue?

Ask, are there any assignments that haven’t been completed ? Come up with a game plan that
includes a list of the assignments and specific dates by which you will complete them.

Final Projects

Many final projects are due at the end of the year, and it can be hard playing catch up at the last
hour.  Make sure that your scholar is focused now on the end game, and nothing is overlooked.
Are they ready for their book reports, art projects, science reports, etc.?

Tests and Final Exams

Are you... prepared, keeping up with class work, notes, assignments, reading, and most of all
are you studying?

Stay Positive : There are only a few weeks to go. Let's finish strong!!
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THE PARENT CONNECTION
SPOT LIGHT ON OUR PARENTS

My name is Stephanie Davis, and I’m 43yrs old. I
have four children; two young ladies and two young
men; they are my world. I’ve lived in Dolton since
May of 2007, and I’ve noticed the many changes in
the area, some good and some bad.

My two sons attend Lincoln Junior High, and my
youngest daughter attends The Peace Center. I feel
the teachers are more helpful and caring now than
ever before. I like how the teachers and parents
work together with remote learning to ensure the
success of our children. No one would’ve known or
even imagined that our country would be affected by this pandemic in such a
violent and unexpected manner. These adjustments were challenging at times, but
with the help of our community, the teachers, and parents, we managed to make it
work.

Encouraging parent involvement and engagement is one of the most important
things about the parent connection.

2



THE PARENT CONNECTION

The Peace Center Highlights Some Of Our Best

Featuring: Sarah Reyes

My name is Sarah Reyes, and I teach Music and Art at the Peace Center. In May, I will
be completing my 4th year. Where did the
time go? I guess that happens when you are
doing something that you love. Before
working at the Peace Center, I worked in
Midlothian SD 143 for 11 years, teaching
General K-12 music at three schools,
working after school as the Assistant Band
Director, and teaching Piano and Guitar
Lessons. Coming to the Peace Center was
quite a change, but a welcomed change. It is
at the Peace Center that I have come to learn
about educating the whole student.
Attending PD's, Workshops, and Seminars
about Restorative Justice, Peace Circles,
ACE's, SEL, Mindfulness, Standards-Based

Grading, and so much more have changed my teaching perspective.

Now that we have been in the pandemic for a year, I have learned new ways to do
things, yet again. As the saying goes, “You are never too old to learn something new.”
Being a mother of 3 children has been challenging during this pandemic. The act of
balancing teaching, planning, cooking, cleaning, supervising my children’s studies, and
making time to learn new platforms, apps, etc., has been nearly impossible. Yet,
working with an amazing team at the Peace Center has provided support when I
needed it the most.
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THE RESOURCE CENTER

ONE SUMMER CHICAGO Job Applications are
open! See links below.

APPY NOW !!!

SUMMER YOUTH EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM

https://www.metrofamily.org/

PARENT EMPOWERMENT
EMPOWERINGPARENTS.COM

The Varsity Tutors is a great opportunity to get free online courses  in SAT/ACT  tutoring or classes like

Math-English-Science-Writings-Social studies-ENRICHMENTS (acting - art- graphic design).
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APRIL AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH

What is autism spectrum disorder (ASD)?

Autism spectrum disorder is a developmental, or learning and thinking, disorder. It is caused by
a problem with how the brain functions that affects social-emotional, communication, and
behavior skills. These brain
differences can cause problems
such as repetitive behaviors and
communication difficulties. The
child with ASD has struggles
with social communication and
social interactions that cannot
be explained by developmental
delays; the child has obsessive
and repetitive patterns of
behavior, interests, and
activities, and may also have
unusual reactions to sensations.

Who can help me? Your child’s
early intervention, early education or special-education team at your child’s school, as well as
service providers from your community developmental service agency can help. Meeting
regularly with your child’s team can be very helpful. Other parents of children with ASD, and
parent advocacy groups such as the Vermont Family Network, can provide lots of practical
ideas and support to families. More information and resources, including information about how
to access ASD insurance coverage for VT children, and links to national organizations
can be found at:
www.vermontfamilynetwork.org/i-need-help-with/developmentaldisabilities/autism/.
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